
@EarlyEdgeCA EarlyEdgeCalifornia.org

Supporting 
Multilingual 

Learners Oral 
Language 

Development 

July 13, 2022 



@EarlyEdgeCA EarlyEdgeCalifornia.org

Guadalupe Díaz Lara, PhD
Assistant Professor
California State University, Fullerton

Anna Arambula-Gonzalez, M.A.
Child Development Instructor/Coordinator
Madera Community College
Project Director of Language Justice and Multilingual Education
Institute for Racial Equity and Excellence 



@EarlyEdgeCA EarlyEdgeCalifornia.org

Agenda

● What does the research say about oral language development

● Stages of Second Language Acquisition 

● Translanguaging (Code-switching)

● Examples of assignment activities 
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What does research say…

Children’s oral language and early literacy development serve as the foundation for later reading 
abilities and overall academic success. (Snow, Burns, & Griffin, 1998).
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What are the benefits are speaking more than one language?
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Supporting Home Language 

• Children’s brains are wired to learn more than one 
language.

• Learning and developing in more than one language does 
NOT delay growth or development.

• Promotes more efficient cognitive functioning and 
academic achievement and enhances English learning.

• There can be negative effects in losing home language(s).
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Language Stages Game
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Stages of Second Language Acquisition

Home 
Language

Observational Telegraphic 
Fluid 

Language 
Use
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBWXBMSI31E&t=80
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBWXBMSI31E&t=143
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBWXBMSI31E&t=240
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBWXBMSI31E&t=1058
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Padlet Link
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Video Reflection Assignment: How you support ML children

Online In-Person

Can be 
found 
on the 
MLT 

website

https://sealorg.app.box.com/s/jtj57m6rczsoif4aashv4htcq7hq0nzu
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Dialogic 
Reading 
Presentation 
Assignment

In-Person and Online

Can be 
found 
on the 
MLT 

website

https://www.multilinguallearningtoolkit.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Dialogic-Read-Aloud.pdf
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Reading Reflection Assignment

Oral Language Development PreK & TK

In-Person Teaching Virtual Teaching

Can be 
found 
on the 
MLT 

website

https://www.multilinguallearningtoolkit.org/vignette/oral-language-development-prek-transitional-kindergarten/
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What is translanguaging?
Connections to Code Switching!

 
What do you already know about translanguaging & 

code switching? 

I don’t know anything is an acceptable response!

Share your responses! 

Guided Notes/Experts Notebook: Please download!

https://jamboard.google.com/d/13BTwBCApBqpZWqIP3gZ6peSewtMTvfA0_S9xZEMw1no/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hnpGqF2MH0fsJkxMJKu-l82qUpLwqsaY/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114373136189842273262&rtpof=true&sd=true
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What is translanguaging?
Connections to Code Switching!

 Guiding Questions:
How does Dr. José Medina explain 
translanguaging & code switching?

What did his explanation add to 
you understanding?

Short Videos: 

● Dr. José Medina Part 1

● Dr. José Medina Part 2

 

https://twitter.com/JoseMedinaJr89/status/1536168370017652737?s=20&t=pz8geH8auXb39EPQ4Bnivw
https://twitter.com/JoseMedinaJr89/status/1536168751149768704?s=20&t=pz8geH8auXb39EPQ4Bnivw
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● Moving language from our 
linguistic repertoire based on 
context. 

● The dynamic way people use language in 
real life. 

● It might also look like reading, listening, or 
watching something in one language and 
summarizing or interpreting it in another 
language. 

● There is no competition between the 
different languages a student knows — 
students choose what makes the most 
sense to communicate based on the cultural 
and social context. 

Can be 
found on 
the MLT 
website

What does translanguaging & Code 
switching look like?

   
  

What does it look like? 

● A Mexican family watches an English TV show 
together. A younger sibling asks an older sibling 
questions in Spanish about the show and 
unfamiliar words. The older sibling could help by 
explaining in a mix of Spanish and English. 

● The older sibling knows how to use some Spanish 
vocabulary in their explanation when an English 
term does not exist for a specific word or cultural 
concept. The younger sibling, in turn, can learn 
new vocabulary and content in both languages. 
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What does translanguaging & Code 
switching look like?

Check for understanding:
Think of an example of translanguaging & code 

switching
What do still want to know?  

Can be 
found on 
the MLT 
website

Occurs when children or 
adults alternate between 
two or more languages. 
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In my classroom!
Building on their Foundation

 
Instructions:
We are going to show you a statement, you are going to choose 
one of the following options:

● Yes, I agree
● No, I do not agree
● Maybe 

I will ask you to share your reasoning for your opinion.
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Statement # 1: 
We should be concerned if a child’s 

languages are not developing as fast 
as the children that only speak 

English. 

Statement # 2: 

If parents speak their 
first/native/home language to 
their children, they are going 
to learn English more slowly.

Statement # 3: 
Children can lose their native 

language during their preschool 
years. 

Statement # 4: 
Children get confused when 

learning two or more languages. 
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In my classroom!
Connections to Development

 

Approximations vs. errors! 

On a scale of 1-10 
what score would 
you assign to this 
writing? 

What do you notice 
about this student’s 
writing? 

Escamilla, 2009
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In the classroom!
Narrative 

 
Dr. Nelson Flores: Monolingual 
Children & Language Development 

Closing

 

Guiding Questions

● What is the author’s main message?
● What would you add to his message?
● How does the author’s message impact the 

way we teach/think about monolingual 
children? 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1flgdI-iSrBlVr8ZS_E5bu9yjZlo9BP5nlBX3B9dQhYI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1flgdI-iSrBlVr8ZS_E5bu9yjZlo9BP5nlBX3B9dQhYI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fpTnG-OzULo4lvIrRjjqo5h4UtafprraOcWsSHH-Qa0/edit?usp=sharing
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Connections to Equity & Social Justice 

 
● Teaching/reflecting with our 

students about the importance 
of promoting children’s 
multiple language is social 
justice & equity.

● Connections to practice & 
development. 

 

Brightest & Muddiest: 

● What is your brightest point (s)? 
● What is your muddiest point(s)?

Share with a partner or breakout rooms



@EarlyEdgeCA EarlyEdgeCalifornia.org

Summary

Language Stages Translanguaging & 
Code-Switching

Social Justice & 
Equity

To value the language 
strengths of our 

students we need to 
include the role of 

equity & social justice. 

Confront our own bias 
& change the narrative

Support our students 
in understanding the 
way students use 
language to leverage & 
value their strengths.

Children go through 
four stages when 
acquiring a second 
language. 

Connect their use of 
language to 
development. 
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Questions
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Thank you

Trish Aranez Morrison

pmorrison@earlyedgecalifornia.org

Anna Arambula-Gonzalez

alicia@mail.fresnostate.edu


