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Agenda

● What does the research say?

● What is family engagement?

● Why is family engagement so important?

● Examples of assignment activities to 
increase family engagement
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Jamboard Activity 
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What Research Says…

Excerpt from Home-School Relations: Working Successfully with Parents and Families, by G. Olsen, M.L. Fuller, 2008 edition, 

"the most accurate predictor of a student's achievement in school is not income or social status but the 
extent to which that student's family is able to: 

1. Create a home environment that encourages learning 

2. Express high (but not unrealistic) expectations for their children's achievement and future careers 

3. Become involved in their children's education at school and in the community (p. 160)
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“Family engagement refers to ongoing, goal-directed relationships between staff and 

families that are mutual, culturally responsive, and that support what is best for 

children and families both individually and collectively. Staff and families share 

responsibility for the learning and development of children, the progress toward 

outcomes for children and families, and for parent involvement in the program. Parent 

involvement is a part of this larger construct of family engagement.”

Office of Head Start
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Can be 
found on 
the MLT 
website
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What do we know about…

Parent Involvement Family Engagement
Parent Involvement

&

Family Engagement
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Padlet Link
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Discussion Board Childhood 
Memories

Reading 
Reflection

Family 
Engagement 
Presentation

Parent Involvement and Family Engagement: 4 examples of how to use it
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Discussion Board 
Assignment

Strategies in action:  
Family Engagement 

PreK & TK

Can be 
found on 
the MLT 
website

https://www.multilinguallearningtoolkit.org/vignette/family-engagement-prek-transitional-kindergarten/
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Strategies in Action: Family Engagement Kindergarten & 1st Grade

In-Person Teaching Virtual Teaching

Can be 
found on 
the MLT 
website

https://www.multilinguallearningtoolkit.org/vignette/family-engagement-kindergarten-1st-grade/
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Valuing Families Funds of Knowledge
In order to build 
relationships of trust where 
families feel comfortable to 
be involved and engaged in 
their children’s classroom, 
teachers must value 
families funds of 
knowledge.  
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Activity:
My Name/Mi Nombre

Resource: Strategy Overview: My Name from ML Toolkit

https://www.multilinguallearningtoolkit.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/My-Name.pdf

Can be 
found on 
the MLT 
website

https://www.multilinguallearningtoolkit.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/My-Name.pdf
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My Name/ Mi Nombre: 3 examples of how to use it

Ice Breaker Research at home Families share 

#1 #2 #3

In Class Assignment Classroom
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Activity 

Using the Chat 
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Practicum Assignment: Family Reflection

Reflect on the past: How was your family welcomed into the 
classroom when you were in school. Did your family feel 
welcomed? If so how, if not how could educators better welcome 
your family?

Reflect on the present: How may you get to know the families at 
your site? How will you involve and engage families?

Reflect on the future: As an educator, how may you welcome 
families into the classroom?
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Resource: Template: Family Languages and Interests Interview Form

https://www.multilinguallearningtoolkit.org/resource/template-family-languages-and-interests-interview-form/

Family 
Questionnaire

Family Interview: phone, video, 
or in person

Reflect on the future: As an educator, how may you welcome 
families into the classroom?

Can be 
found on 
the MLT 
website

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QBlcRqPHuY0
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Icon Instructions
To replace icons, copy 
and paste from icon library. 
Icons have been pre-sized to 
fit these slides appropriately. 
Use dynamic guides to 
center align to text boxes.

Home Language Strategies for Families 

Stories/Songs Traditions/Culture Environment Community

Resource: Language at Home and in the Community: Office of Head Start

Home Language
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Parent and Child 
interacting at 
home reading 

books

Resource: Teaching from the Beginning The Joy Of Reading

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-paF-91tdHI


A Letter From…

Resource: Teaching from the Beginning

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GUgFuPFnw7w
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Remember…

Family EngagementParent Involvement



@EarlyEdgeCA EarlyEdgeCalifornia.org

Questions
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Thank you

Trish Aranez Morrison

pmorrison@earlyedgecalifornia.org

Anna Arambula-Gonzalez

alicia@mail.fresnostate.edu


