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Partnering with Families to Affirm
Children’s Languages, Cultures & Identities
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Epry Enge © Yt SEAL

SEAL Mission

To prepare all Dual Language Learners/English
Learners in California to learn, thrive and lead.

Putting English Learners at the heart of our

education, system ensures all California kids get the
opportunities they deserve.

SEAL org SEAL
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MULTILINGUAL
Learning Toolkit

ABOUT USERGUIDES STARTERGUIDE STRATEGIES & RESOURCES CONTACT SIGNIN Q =

MENU

1) Family Engagement

SEAL.org

2) Social-emotional
Health and Development

8) Additional ELD
Strategies

5) Literacy Development 6) Bilingual Classrooms

3) Classroor m 4) oral Language
Environment Development
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11) Building Educators’

9) Content Learning
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Multilingual Learning Toolkit

Partnering with Families to Affirm Children’s

Languages, Cultures and Identities
March 2- English
March 15- Spanish

Supporting Multilingual Learners’ Oral

Language Development
April 21

Supporting Multilingual Learners’ Home
Language Development

e SEAL

Agenda

SEAL.org




Context and
Urgency

SEAL.org
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Urgency of Work

Centralizing on Dual Language Learners

SEAL.org
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More than two-thirds of California’s California is home to the nation’s 60 percent of children under age six are
young children are children of color.! largest population of DLLs. from homes in which languages other
than English are spoken.

Source: The Dual Language Learner Policy Platform

SEAL
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Shared Understanding of Research

‘The National Academies of
SCIENCES - ENGINEERING - MEDICINE

California’s Best Practices lfar
YOUNG DUAL LANGUAGE LEARNERS

DEVELOPING e
LITERACY IN ES!}’G Overview apers Promoting the
i i Educational Success
SECOND-LANGUAGE N -\ of Children and Youth
LEARNERS ) Learning English

Promising Futures

SEALor SEAL
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Research Findings
1. Home language is crucial
2. Strong home-school connections are essential
3. Affirming, caring relationships & environments
impact development, motivation &
participation in learning
SEAL.org M
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Home-School
Partnership

SEALor SEAL
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Strong family partnerships
are essential

SEALor SEAL
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Asset-based Approach

« Families as source of knowledge & wisdom
« Resource for guiding future instruction
« Language expertise

SEAL.org
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Knowing,
Supporting
and Engaging

Your Families

@

SEALor SEAL
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Family Languages & Interest Interviews

1A) Gather information on each child’s language/cultural background from
parents upon enroliment.*

14 RESOURCES AVAILABLE OPEN o

1B) Talk with families about their language and learning goals for their child. Ask
families to share their thoughts on the child’s bilingual development and how
this may relate to their goals.

20 RESOURCES AVAILABLE OPEN o

1) Family ENGAgement | [

SEALor SEAL
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Family Languages & Interest Interviews

Head Start Language Learning Project

Planned Language Approach Sample Language & Interests Interview

Gathering & Using Language Information that Families Share
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Knowing Our Families

SEAL.org
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Home Language Advocate
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Building trust Engaging in
through respectful
relationship dialogue about

building language

SEAL.org
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Common Myths about Bilingualism

#4 English i

W g
'S .

#5 Children Will maj
Mmaintain thei
home language while they lezlrrn
English

SEAL

SEAL.org
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Research Findings Regarding Bilingualism

Early exposure to_
English can result in
loss of home language

SEAL.org
21 EAI
6\(\\18 Linguistic Eco,,
co®
Cultural

Equalizing Access
& Participation

SEAL.org
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Talking about Home Language &
Bilingualism
How can we engage families in respectful dialogue

about home language use & bilingualism while
honoring their experiences and desires?

Building trust Engaging in

through respectful
relationship dialogue about
building langue

SEALor SEAL
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Families
as Language
Experts

@

SEALor SEAL
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SEAL.org

Language Experts

Strong Partnerships Develop Positive Attitudes
with Families About Multilingualism

Children’s Lives are
Reflected in the
Environment

Learning is
Shaped by Families

25

SEAL.org

Language: Spanish

rVvVvvye

Mexico cay
Song: Los pollitos dicen pio, pio, pio K«“‘t‘aR;{’Zg&
Book: What can you do with a Rebozo? /
;.Qué puedes hacer con un rebozo? by
Carmen Tafolla

El Salvador
Song: Un elefante se balanceaba
Book: Rene Has Two Last Names / Rene
tiene dos apellidos by Rene Colato Lainez

26
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https://www.amazon.com/Rebozo-puedes-rebozo-English-Spanish/dp/1582462712/ref=pd_lpo_14_t_0/142-4695404-6611925?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1582462712&pd_rd_r=393568fc-ae14-4de3-963d-dcf68e6969e9&pd_rd_w=1FVoD&pd_rd_wg=4xTgx&pf_rd_p=7b36d496-f366-4631-94d3-61b87b52511b&pf_rd_r=WG64XB5VCXYJ6SZZ8B4G&psc=1&refRID=WG64XB5VCXYJ6SZZ8B4G
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“Any time books are used in a classroom, they are
teaching children about who is and who is not
important, valued, ‘real’ — whose story matters.”

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

(from TedTalk - the Danger of the Smgle Story)
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Implementation

1. IDENTIFY
LANGUAGES

Classroom Profile & Language Surveys

sEaL

Classroom Profile: Diversity of Experiences.
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Implementation

1. IDENTIFY

LANGUAGES

2-3 Weeks Learning About the Language & Culture

2. CALENDAR
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Implementation

1. IDENTIFY 3. PARTNER

LANGUAGES R WITH FAMILIES

» Language
* Culture

N - , « Family’s Country of Origin
SEAL.org M
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Language Presence
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SEAL.org
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SEAL.org
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SEALor SEAL
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SEAL.org
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Next Steps

™
:'u.

Make a list of all the
languages spoken in
your classroom

|dentify 2-3 families to
start of Language
Experts

SEAL.org
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Ensuring the Presence of Each
Child’s Language

1D) Partner with families to provide ve opp ies for them to come to the
to share their and culture.
oren @
1E ide parents with children’s learning activities to support home language l
and connect i with learning at home.
R ILABLE pen @

SEALor SEAL
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Family
Conversations

& Projects

X

@

SEALor SEAL
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Positive Identity Development

School

SEALor SEAL

40
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Aspects of our Social Identity

SEAL.org

41
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Family Conversations & Projects

SEALor SEAL

42
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Family Conversations & Projects

Prompts & activities

Promote

Oral Engaging Open-ended
Language

Should occur in their HOME LANGUAGE

SEAL.org
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Positive Identity Development ‘

School Home

Using literature to Family Conversations &
develop children’s activities that focus on
positive identities positive identity:

- Story of My Name - Story of My Name

- lam Called -1 am Called

Family Conversations in their Home Language

SEAL.org

44
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Literature about Names
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At school, use literature to establish the idea of feelings & stories behind names.

SEAL.org

SEAL

changed throughout the story.

Juana Martinez-Neal
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SEAL.org
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At school, discuss the story & how Alma’s perspective ‘

23
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The Story of My Name

At school, share the story of your name, using visuals
wherever possible

SEALor SEAL
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Family Conversation - The Story of My Name

In their HOME Language

-Share the story of

your child’s name.

SEALor SEAL
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Family Conversation #1
Positive Identity Development

Conversaciones familiares #1
Desarrollo positivo de identidad

Hable con su hijo sobre Ia historia detras de su nombre. ¢Coémo decidieron su nombre
Y qué significado tiene? Por favor escriba la historia de su nombre en el espacio
abajo. Como una extension, comparta la historia de los nombres de otros miembros de
su familia.

Talk to your child about the story behind their name. How did you decide on their
name and what significance does their name have? Please write the story of their
name below. As an extension share the story of other family members’ names.

Parent Comments:

Commentario de padres:

Parent Signature Student Name

Nombre de estudiante

Firma de padres

SEAL

SEAL.org
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Family Project

In their HOME Language

Possible Extensions:
-Write the story of their name
on a piece of paper. Have your

child write his/her name and
add a drawing or decoration.

-Share the stories behind the
names of other family members.

SEAL.org
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La Historia )
deMi | |
Nombre

Conexion de ) - Home/School
Casay Escuela® = Connection
j» :

I am Called Poster

26
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Family Conversations & Projects

SEAL.org

ccccccc

mmmmmmmm
nnnnnnnn

overtos, y sontmirtos.

Snars o prspecivos and axporences 350t a 1.

53

Partnering with
Families to be

Language Advocates

Language Experts/
Language Presence

Family Conversations

& Projects

SEAL.org
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Thank You!
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