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Partnering with Families to Affirm
Children’s Languages, Cultures & Identities
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SEAL Mission
To prepare all Dual Language Learners/English 
Learners in California to learn, thrive and lead.
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Instructional Topics
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Multilingual Learning Toolkit
Partnering with Families to Affirm Children’s 

Languages, Cultures and Identities
March 2- English

March 15- Spanish

Supporting Multilingual Learners’ Oral
Language Development

April 21

Supporting Multilingual Learners’ Home 
Language Development

May 12
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Agenda

Home-School Conversations & Projects

Supporting Home Language & Bilingualism

Families as Language Experts

Close

Home-School Partnership

Welcome & Introductions
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Context and 
Urgency
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Urgency of Work 
Centralizing on Dual Language Learners

Source: The Dual Language Learner Policy Platform
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Shared Understanding of Research

2017201320102006
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Research Findings

1. Home language is crucial

2. Strong home-school connections are essential

3. Affirming, caring relationships & environments  
impact development, motivation & 
participation in learning

10



3/1/22

6

SEAL.org

Home-School 
Partnership
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Strong family partnerships 
are essential
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Asset-based Approach
• Families as source of knowledge & wisdom
• Resource for guiding future instruction
• Language expertise
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Knowing, 
Supporting 
and Engaging  
Your Families
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Family Languages & Interest Interviews
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Family Languages & Interest Interviews
Language Learning Project

Sample Language & Interests Interview

Head Start
Planned Language Approach

Gathering & Using Language Information that Families Share
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Knowing Our Families
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Home Language Advocate
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Building trust 
through 

relationship 
building

Engaging in 
respectful 

dialogue about 
language
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Common Myths about Bilingualism

#1 Learning two 

languages confuses 

children!

#2 Speaking their home 

language will hinder children’s 

development of English.
#5 Children will maintain their home language while they learn English

#4 English immersion is the best 
way for a child to learn English.

#3 English is the only 

language necessary 

for success!
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Research Findings Regarding Bilingualism 

Capacity to learn 2 

or more languages

Strong home language 

supports learning English Exposure to competent language role models

0-8 optimal time for native-like proficiency

Early exposure to 
English can result in 

loss of home language
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Cognitive Linguistic

Cultural

Economic

Family
Benefits of Being Bilingual

Equalizing Access 
& Participation
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How can we engage families in respectful dialogue 
about home language use & bilingualism while 
honoring their experiences and desires?

Talking about Home Language & 
Bilingualism

Building trust 
through 

relationship 
building

Engaging in 
respectful 

dialogue about 
langue
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Families 
as Language 
Experts
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Language Experts

Strong Partnerships 
with Families

Develop Positive Attitudes 
About Multilingualism

Learning is 
Shaped by Families 

Children’s Lives are  
Reflected in the 

Environment
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Language: Spanish
Mexico

Song: Los pollitos dicen pío, pío, pío
Book: What can you do with a Rebozo? / 
¿Qué puedes hacer con un rebozo? by 
Carmen Tafolla

El Salvador
Song: Un elefante se balanceaba
Book: Rene Has Two Last Names / Rene 
tiene dos apellidos by Rene Colato Lainez
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https://www.amazon.com/Rebozo-puedes-rebozo-English-Spanish/dp/1582462712/ref=pd_lpo_14_t_0/142-4695404-6611925?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1582462712&pd_rd_r=393568fc-ae14-4de3-963d-dcf68e6969e9&pd_rd_w=1FVoD&pd_rd_wg=4xTgx&pf_rd_p=7b36d496-f366-4631-94d3-61b87b52511b&pf_rd_r=WG64XB5VCXYJ6SZZ8B4G&psc=1&refRID=WG64XB5VCXYJ6SZZ8B4G
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“Any time books are used in a classroom, they are 
teaching children about who is and who is not 

important, valued, ‘real’ – whose story matters.”

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

(from TedTalk - the Danger of the Single Story)
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Language & Cultural Experts
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Implementation
1. IDENTIFY 

LANGUAGES

Classroom Profile & Language Surveys
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Implementation

1. IDENTIFY 
LANGUAGES 2. CALENDAR

2-3 Weeks Learning About the Language & Culture 
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Implementation

1. IDENTIFY 
LANGUAGES 2. CALENDAR 3. PARTNER

WITH FAMILIES

• Language

• Culture

• Family’s Country of Origin
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Language Presence
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Next Steps

- Make a list of all the 
languages spoken in 
your classroom

- Identify 2-3 families to 
start of Language 
Experts
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Ensuring the Presence of Each 
Child’s Language
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Family 
Conversations 
& Projects
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Positive Identity Development
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Aspects of our Social Identity
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Family Conversations & Projects
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Family Conversations & Projects
Prompts & activities

Promote 
Oral 

Language
Engaging Open-ended

Should occur in their HOME LANGUAGE
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Positive Identity Development

44



3/1/22

23

SEAL.org

Literature about Names 

At school, use literature to establish the idea of feelings & stories behind names.
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At school, discuss the story & how Alma’s perspective 
changed throughout the story.
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The Story of My Name 
At school, share the story of your name, using visuals 
wherever possible
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Family Conversation - The Story of My Name
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Family Project
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I am Called Poster
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Family Conversations & Projects
      

 

 
 
 

1 

Strategy: Family Conversations, Home-School Connections & Projects / 
Conversaciones familiares, conexiones de escuela a hogar y proyectos 
 

Families play a critical role in the educational success of their child.  Research clearly indicates 
that when schools, families, and community groups work together to support learning, children 
tend to have a more positive attitude towards school and perform better in school. 
 
Family Conversations, Home-School Connections, and Projects create opportunities for 
families to contribute to and build on what is happening in the classroom. They support families 
in engaging their children in talking about what is being learned in school.  Conversations 
happening at school are reinforced by conversations at home and vice versa.  Family 
Conversations and projects also provide opportunities for families to share their cultural wealth 
and knowledge with their children and the learning community.  These family contributions 
bridge the world of home and school, helping to make the curriculum both engaging and 
UHOHYDQW�WR�FKLOGUHQ¶V¶�OLYHV���7KH\�FDQ�EH�XVHG�WR�HOHYDWH�DQG�KRQRU�IDPLO\�KLVWRU\�DQG�FXOWXUH�
as well as to encourage discussion about the thematic content that is being learned at schools. 
Projects provide extended opportunities for children to think about, talk about and learn about 
these various subjects.  For these reasons, SEAL recommends including a set of family 
conversations, projects and activities that families can do together. 
 
Implementation 
 

Each month create one-to-two opportunities for families to actively engage with children 
around content (thematic and/or identity) being explored in the classroom.  In order for families 
to participate, it is essential that all instructions and prompts be translated into their home 
languages. 
 
Family Conversations and Projects are prompts and activities related to the content 
GLVFXVVHG�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP�WKDW�IRFXVHV�RQ�GHYHORSLQJ�FKLOGUHQ¶V�LGHQWLWLHV�DQG�VRFLR-
emotional skills.  They encourage families to share their cultural knowledge and experiences 
with their child.  
 
Example of a Family Conversation WKDW�IRFXVHV�RQ�'HYHORSLQJ�D�&KLOG¶V�3RVLWLYH�,GHQWLW\� 

о Share family photos with your child and tell the story of the event and people in the 
photos. Make connections to how the photos make you feel.  Be sure to use expressive, 
complex language.  Draw or include a copy of the photo below and a brief story.  / 
Comparta fotos de su familia con su hijo/a y cuénteles la historia del evento o de las 
personas en las fotos, por ejemplo, el día en que nació su hijo/a o una fiesta de 
cumpleaños o evento familiar.  Hábleles sobre sus abuelos, primos, tías, tíos, etc.  
Haga conexiones sobre cómo le hacen sentir las fotos.  Use lenguaje expresivo y 
complejo para hablar de las ideas, eventos, y sentimientos.  Dibuje o incluya una copia 
de la foto abajo y una breve historia. 
 

Home-School Connections and Projects are prompts and activities that engage families in 
conversations about the thematic content that is being explored.   They can be simple prompts 
that ask children to share with their families what they have learned in class or invite families to 
share their perspectives and experiences about a topic.   
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Partnering with
Families to be
Language Advocates

Language Experts/
Language Presence

Family Conversations
& Projects

Next Steps
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Thank You!
Ø Important feedback form
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