Content-Based Chants / Cantos y canciones del
contenido
¢ RL/I #10: Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding
¢ RF #1: Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of text
¢ RF #2: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words
both in isolation and in text
¢ RF#3: Know and apply grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words
¢ RF #4: Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables and sounds (phonemes)
¢ SL #4: Memorize and recite poems, rhymes and songs with expression
¢ L #1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
¢ L #4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and
phrases based on grade-level content and reading
¢ L #5: Explore word relationships and nuances in word meanings
¢ #6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to and
responding to texts

Summary
Children need opportunities to practice utilizing new high-level academic vocabulary in a safe
environment. One way to achieve this is through the use of chants that are laden with the
content and the vocabulary we want them to use in their speaking and writing. Children who
may be unlikely to utilize these academic words in their regular discourse feel safe to
experiment with the vocabulary while chanting along with their peers.
Chanting also develops young children’s phonemic awareness as they become familiar with
the rhythm and tone of the language (Hali Yopp, Robert Marzano). Additionally, singing and
chanting taps into many intelligences including musical, auditory, linguistic, intrapersonal, and
bodily-kinesthetic, which aids in the retention of information (Howard Gardner, Susan Kovalik).

Implementation
Drawing upon the list of high-level vocabulary and concepts of a unit, teachers select familiar
chants, songs, and rhymes and rewrite the lyrics. The frames should be age-appropriate and
also lend themselves to the rhythm of the language. For example, young children will enjoy
tunes such as “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star” and “She’ll Be Comin’ Round the Mountain.”
If the language of instruction is Spanish, consider tunes that may suit the language better and
be culturally familiar such as “La Cucaracha” or “Arroz con leche.” Each thematic unit should
have 4-7 chants, each of which address a different aspect of the content and vocabulary of the
theme.
Once chants are selected, teachers write them on chart paper to be hung on the wall, thus
adding an element to the print-rich environment. In the preschool classroom, these are meant
to be used as a reference for the teacher; not for the children themselves to read. But,
beginning in Kinder, the chants are posted for the teacher AND the children follow along as
they class sings. Because of this, chants should be color-coded, either stanza by stanza to
visually chunk like information or line by line to aid in tracking.
Because chants provide a risk-free manner in which to learn new language and content, all
chants should be posted and sung often at the very beginning of a thematic unit. This

repeated exposure to the language prepares young minds for hearing the vocabulary as it
comes up throughout the lessons of the unit. Teachers and students should have fun with the
chants, developing moves that correspond to the vocabulary to help children begin to
internalize meaning through this kinesthetic learning opportunity.
After about the first week of a thematic unit, once children have begun to internalize the
chants, teachers can begin to use the chants as a way to reinforce concepts, vocabulary, and
also to teach language arts skills such as Concepts About Print, phonics, grammar, and word
study skills. The specific language arts work should be guided by the standards selected for
that unit, or by specific linguistic elements that the teacher has noticed students struggling
with. Teachers are encouraged to highlight, sketch, and add pictures to the chants on the
walls as a teaching opportunity.
Chants should also be typed up in a packet. In Preschool, these packets can be sent home at
the beginning of the unit as one resource for parents to use with their kids to promote parent
engagement and literacy activities at home. Families enjoy having access to the vocabulary
and content in such an engaging way. Beginning in Kinder, students should also have their
own packet of chants at school. At school, children are provided opportunities to use their
packets to practice reading, illustrating, or to reinforce the language arts concepts taught whole
class. Second and Third graders can be encouraged to write chants and songs using
academic language and concepts from the thematic unit.
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